
Year 5/6 Autumn 2020   History- Mayan Chocoholics! 

When in history? Five Fantastic Facts                    
 

 • The Ancient Mayans lived in the Yucatan around 2600 
B.C.  

• Mayan architecture spanned over a thousand years.    

• Chichen Itza was the most powerful city-state during the 
start of the Post-classic period. 

• The Maya had over 600 gods. 

• First civilization to make a beverage from the beans of 
the cacao tree. Hot chocolate! 

Key Learning Key Vocabulary  
• I can use dates to order 

events and place on a 
timeline  

   

• I can describe the 
achievements of the earliest 
civilizations 

 

• I can make confident use of a 
variety of sources for 
independent research 

 
• I can describe a non-

European society that 
provides contrast with British 
history 

• Maya- The American-Indian people of Central America.  

• civilization - A human society with its own social 
organisation and culture.  

• cacao - Seeds that the Maya used to make chocolate. 

• artefact - An object that is made by a person, such as a tool 
or a decoration, especially one that is of historical interest.  

• calendar - A printed table showing all the days, weeks, and 
months of the year 

• dynasty - A series of rulers or leaders who are all from the 
same family, or a period when a country is ruled by them.   

• hieroglyphics - A system of writing using pictures not words  

• temple - A building used for the worship of a god or gods in 
some religions. 

• Polytheists – Worship or belief in more than one God. 

Key knowledge:  Key people/places/events 
To know that one of the three great Mesoamerican civilizations was the Maya who lived around 
2600BC. This was after the Stone Age and the Egyptians but before the Greeks and the Romans. 
To find out about the great achievements of the Mayans: The many Mayan cities which contained 
stepped pyramids, temples, palaces and carved stone monuments, The number system used by the 
Maya was base 20 (by comparison, our system is base 10). The Maya developed accurate calendars 
by using astronomy and mathematics. The Maya knew about wheels but did not use them, probably 
due to the terrain.  
How do we know about these achievements? We know about their knowledge of wheels from toys 
that have been found. What other sources can we rely on?   
To find out about the society by looking at their food and drink, the Gods they worshipped, the 
hieroglyphics they used to communicate, how they hunted for food, how they travelled by foot or 
canoe. 
Cacao originated from the Maya. The cacao bean comes from the cacao tree, and was processed 
and made into chocolate that they added to drinks and sauces. The beans were even used as a form 
of currency. 

   

 
 
 
 
 

  

Previous Learning: Achievements of Ancient Egyptian civilizations (Class 3) and a study of 

Greek life and achievements and their influence on the Western world (Class 3) 
 


