
Curriculum Overview Class 4 Autumn 2020 
 

English 
 

As readers we are working really hard on comprehension skills such as skimming and scanning, prediction, 
working out the meanings of words from context, drawing inferences and justifying these with evidence as well as 
summarising and retrieving information from non-fiction. We will look at whole novels such as Cliff Hanger by 
Jacqueline Wilson as well as short extracts. 
 
As writers we will be developing our fiction and non-fiction through a variety of genre (including poetry, diary writing,  
adverts and news reports). We will also use our learning about fish to write instructions.  We will delve into the story 
of ‘Journey to the River Sea’ and base writing around this story. We will focus on learning the skill of using a 
thesaurus to develop our use of adventurous vocabulary for both description of nouns and verbs.  We will utilise 
Spag.com to underpin and reinforce our classroom learning. 
 
As spellers Year 5 will learn/revise/consolidate the Statutory words for Year 3 and 4, whilst Year 6 will be learning 
to read and spell the Statutory words for Year 5 and 6. We will utilise Spelling Frame to help underpin our spellings 
weekly.  Joined fluent handwriting will also be practised. 

 

Modern Languages 
  
During this term in German the children will revisit personal 
information question and answers, and extended feelings. 
They will learn how to express their emotions. Ich bin….. They 
will recall how to give opinions of school subjects including 
reasons, and recall numbers to 60. Children will be introduced 
to the ‘o’clock’ structure in German, and key daily routine 
phrases in order to be able to write a sequence of daily routine 
phrases, and ask and answer questions about daily routine. 
The children will also explore nouns, adjectives and the verb 
“to be” to enable the children to explain possible future career 
hopes and aspirations and to investigate and use adjectives to 
describe attributes required for these careers and roles . 
 

 

Computing 
 
We will be working on spreadsheets and databases using 
fish types and river data.  
 
We will also have fun with a graphics programme, and 
develop our researching skills to further our knowledge of 
areas across the curriculum. Word processing will be used 
to produce published work. 
 
We will be using Class Dojo portfolios to showcase our 
work and continue using Purple Mash as a resource. 

Mathematics 

 
The children will access a daily lesson including number work, shape, data handling and measures. Activities will 
include games, investigations and exercises. The children will use the four functions of addition, subtraction, 
multiplication and division and will learn how to apply them to worded ‘everyday life’ problems, choosing the 
appropriate maths in each situation.  There will be a great emphasis this year on developing children’s arithmetic 
and times-tables skills. We will utilise Times Table Rockstars to help practice our tables further. 
 
Every week the children will partake in challenges during maths where a more practical and sometimes 
kinaesthetic approach to learning maths will be applied. Children will be given a variety of problems to solve from a 
range of maths areas and songs games and appropriate IT software will often be incorporated in this style of 
learning. 

RE 
 
In RE the children will learn about the Bible and what the 
significance of this Holy Book is to Christians. We will learn 
about the different sections in the Bible and how to locate 
certain texts. We will also focus on some significant Bible 
stories, such as the Feeding of the 5000 and how we can learn 
from its message today to be kind and share with others. This 
will support our charitable work for the Porch Project for our 
Harvest. 
 
We will further learn about other sacred texts and ask 
ourselves – is any one sacred text more sacred than another? 
 

 

Art & Design 
In Art we are exploring the imagery of fish and learning how to 
draw accurate pen drawings. We will also make foil fish, 
depicting the idea of reflection and water. When we move onto 
our study of the Mayans the children will explore the use of 
masks for this civilization and learn some Zapotec weaving 
techniques. 
  

                                     Design & Technology 
In Design & Technology we will be designing and making 
our ‘Magnetic Fishing Game’. This will build on our Topic 
focus on Fish and Rivers. We will also be making fish 
lanterns of Christmas Lights following on from our 
electricity science work. 
  

 
Science 

 
Areas to be studied are ‘Living things and their Habitats’ 
followed by ‘Microorganisms’ and ‘Electricity’. 
 
The children will learn about the classification of living 
things. They will build on their work in Year 4 by sorting 
animals into groups based on their similarities and 
differences. Whilst studying microorganisms we will find 
out good and bad bacteria and what they can do. 
 
Electricity teaching is about constructing circuits and 
circuit diagrams, about scientific inventors in the field of 
electricity and develop their understanding of what 
electricity is and how to measure it. 
 
 

History 
 

As Historians we will be looking at the period spanning 
the time of the Maya and will find out about their great 
achievements. The children will learn who the ancient 
Maya people were and where and when they lived. 
They will explore the temples they erected and the 
significance of these buildings. Also, they will learn 
about the religious beliefs and rituals of the ancient 
Maya people and find out more about some of the 
many Gods they worshipped.  During this topic the 
children will also learn about the Maya number system. 
They will also learn about the types of food eaten by the 
ancient Maya people and they will find out about the 
significance of corn and chocolate, even about how 
they developed a recipe for hot chocolate! 

Geography 
   
As Geographers we will be having American Adventures, 
including the study of rivers. 
 
They will identify the physical characteristics and key 
topographical features of the countries within America, 
compare the physical and human features of my local area 
and a region of North America, identifying similarities and 
differences, describe the climates and biomes of different 
regions across the Americas, identify latitude/longitude, the 
tropics and northern/southern hemisphere, locate the world’s 
countries using various mapping equipment, describe and 
understand key aspects of physical geography – rivers, 
including the water cycle – using a widening range of 
geographical terms and explain how rivers erode, transport 
and deposit materials 
  

 

Music 
We will be using ‘Sing’ from 
the BBC Bite Size collection 
and looking at their School 
Choir Skills. 
 
We may also delve into 
Treasure Island and 
investigate the History of 
Music and the instruments 
used whilst studying ‘The 
Mayan Civilisation’ in 
History. 

PE 
 

The children will spend PE 
lessons developing their 
fitness, doing football and 
gymnastics.  
 
Again we will be employing 
specialist PE coaches to 
come into school to work 
with the children at 
developing their skills. 

 


