
Year 2 Autumn 2 2020   History  Castles 

When in History 
 

Five Fantastic Facts                        
 

  William became King of England on 
Christmas Day 1066 

 He ordered the Doomsday book to be 
created in 1085 

 King Harold was killed by an arrow in the 
eye! 

 Queen Elizabeth was the daughter of 
Henry VIII 

 Queen Victoria had 9 children! 
 

Key Learning Key Vocabulary 

 I can describe where people and events fit 
within a timeline 

 I can show some understanding of how we 
find out about the past 

 I can describe significant historical events, 
people and places locally 
(Skipton Castle) 

 I can discuss the lives of significant people 
in the past who have contributed to national 
achievements 

Chronological -  the order in which 
events take place 
Monarch – a person who reigns over 
a kingdom or empire 
Jubilee -  
Motte and bailey – type of castle 
Battering ram – used for defence 
Catapult – weapon 
Siege – when the enemy surround a 
castle 

Key knowledge:  Key people/places/events 

Castles were first built in England following William’s defeat of King Harold at the Battle of 
Hastings in 1066. I know that this is before the Great Fire of London (1666).  We will order 
dates from earliest to latest on simple timelines to help us begin to understand a timeline 
of British history. 
There are many different ways that we can find out about the past including the Bayeaux 
Tapestry which commemorates The Battle of Hastings.                                          
Skipton Castle was built in 1090. We can use this to recognise some differences between 
how people lived in the past and to how we live now.  
The Normans built the first proper castles to protect their new kingdom.  William the 
Conqueror  chose the sight for Windsor Castle in 1070 and it has been home to royalty for 
almost 1000 years.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 

  

Links to previous learning:  In reception children talk about past and present events in 
their own lives. In Year 1 they begin to understand how we find out about the past (Travel 
and Transport). They learn about significant individuals from the past (Nurses) and begin 
to show an understanding of historical terms (monarch, government, war, remembrance). 

 


