
 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 
End of 2020 Newsletter 

 
Thank you for your continued support through this very demanding and unpredictable time.  Unfortunately we have 
had to send our first bubble home today but thankfully, all the teachers have been able to be in school every day from 
the 7th September until now. This has provided a stable and consistent learning environment for the children. We 
have supported all the children as they try to adapt to our ever changing world.  The COVID-19 routines are now fully 
embedded. 
 
Helping Hands 
Helping Hands continues to provide quality pre-school and after school care. Kirsty has moved on from Helping Hands 
to work in a local high school.  She has been replaced as Manager by Tracey.  Deborah has also left to extend her 
hours at Tesco and has been replaced temporarily by Lucy Hartley. They have quickly established a very effective 
team, providing excellent care for your children. We are introducing a more secure and accessible payment system 
through “School Money” in January. 
 
Governing Board 
Since 27th March 2020 we have had a new Chair of Governors, Ned Solanki.  We are extremely grateful to him for 
sharing his wisdom and highly respected experience of effective governance.  We would like to thank the governors 
who have since left our governing board after many years of dedication to St Mary’s.  These are Alan Walkden, Mags 
Wilcock and Jo Glass. Maxine Lomax will end her term on 31st December 2020.  They were all very conscientious 
governors who have devoted substantial hours to our governing board.  We shall be appointing a new Parent 
Governor, to join Ric Miller, in January.  
 
Lunchtime Supervisor 
After very many years Joan Atkinson and Andrea Hibbert have retired from their valued roles in school. They clearly 
loved caring for all the children at lunchtime.  We have welcomed Carolyn Davis and Kathy Sowden as our new 
lunchtime supervisors. 
 
PTA 
Nothing stops the PTA with Kimberley leading the team!  They have continued to arrange lovely experiences for the 
children whilst raising valuable funds.  The children have enjoyed ice creams, goodie bags and a virtual visit from the 
“National Elf Service”.  Poppy was delighted to win the Percy Pig Hamper filled with lovely goodies.  The year group 
hampers are truly stunning and raffle tickets for these will be available until 18th December.  The draw will take place 
during the final Zoom assembly on Friday. We are going to have lots of delighted families!  

     

          “I pray that you would be rooted and established in love… 
      Filled to the measure of the fullness of God” Ephesians 3:17-19 

 

 

   Believe and Achieve Together  

 ST MARY’S C.E. PRIMARY SCHOOL 
BOLTON ROAD, HAWKSHAW, BURY, BL8 4JL 

01204 886167 
stmaryshawkshaw@bury.gov.uk  www.stmaryshawkshaw.com 

 
Head Teacher: Mrs G Woodward    Assistant Heads: Mrs C Clark & Mrs S Marfell-Cadman 
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Impact Award 
We are delighted to receive a Picture News Impact Award for our efforts to support Shree Gyanjyoti School in Nepal.  
We are currently selling Christmas gift certificates to help raise funds for them.  £5 provides a months education for 
a child and £10 provides a course of adult literacy lessons. Mrs Marfell-Cadman would be happy to arrange gift 
certificates in time for Christmas. 
 
Keeping the School Community Together 
To spread joy and maintain a feeling of togetherness we have been having lots of whole school treats, the hot 
chocolate was particularly appreciated!  We really miss not being together as a big family.  The weekly zoom 
celebration assembly has become a highlight of the week when we can all see each other on screen and share good 
news.  We were pleased to produce a virtual tour as a safe alternative to an Open Day.  If you haven’t seen it please 
visit our website. 
 
The School Community Garden 
Since September we have employed a gardener and willow weaver to maintain our garden and willow structure. They 
have done a great job providing an interesting place for Class 1 to play and learn. The latest addition is a Christmas 
tree which we have decorated with baubles created by each child in school. 
 
Golden Day 
On Friday we shall be having Golden Day instead of the usual Toy Day. The children will be allowed to play with the 
toys and games already in school. We do not want the children to bring toys from home. Thank you.  
 
I hope you have a Christmas and New Year filled with joy and happiness. 
 
Merry Christmas  
  
Yours sincerely,  
 
 
 
Mrs Woodward 
Head Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


