
Class 1 Autumn 2    History- The Gunpowder Plot 

When in history? 
 

Five Fantastic Facts 

 The Gunpowder plot was a plan to kill the King and his government . 

 Robert Catesby, Guy Fawkes, Thomas Percy, and five of their friends were involved. 

 The plotters were all Catholic and wanted King James removed from the throne. 

 A Lord was warned of the plot. He told the king, who sent guards to search the 
cellars.  

 King James I ordered that people should celebrate on the 5th November. To this day, 
people still light bonfires and burn ‘guys’. 

Key Learning Key Vocabulary 

 I can find answers to some simple questions 
about the past from simple sources of 
information. 

 I can sort artefacts from ‘then’ and ‘now’. 

 I can ask and answer relevant questions about 
the past. 

 I can talk, draw or write about aspects of the 
past. 

 I can describe events beyond living memory 
that are significant globally and nationally.  

 I can understand key features of events. 

 I can place known events into chronological 
order.                                                             

 The Gunpowder Plot- a plot to kill 
the king. 

 Houses of Parliament- where they 
were going to kill the king.  

 Gunpowder- dangerous explosives. 

 Guy Fawkes- the leader of the plot. 

 London- where the Houses of 
Parliament are. 

 Failure- when something goes 
wrong. 

 Fireworks- colourful explosions 
used in November. 

 Treason- betraying the king and 
country. 

Key knowledge:  Key people/places/events 

We will look at the life of Guy Fawkes and research what led him to want to kill the 
king. We will be looking at the plan to kill the king and who helped Guy Fawkes 
carry out the plan. We will be investigating the key events of the Gunpowder Plot, 
chronologically sequencing them. We will look at why the King didn’t like certain 
religions and how this affected the Gunpowder plotters. We will ask and answer 
questions about the plot and the people involved and how we celebrate the failed 
plot each year. 

   

Links to previous learning: RECEPTION 

Children should have reached the ELGs relating to Understanding The World. 
“Children talk about past and present events in their own lives and in the lives of family 
members” 
“They know about similarities and differences between themselves and others, and 
among families, communities and traditions.” 

 


