
Year 5/6 Autumn 2020          Geography American Adventures  

Where in the world? Five Fantastic Facts                       

  The tallest mountain the US is Mt McKinley in Alaska it reaches 
6,194 m above sea level. 

 Lake Superior in North America, is the largest freshwater lake in the 

world - it holds three quadrillion gallons of water, whilst the highest 

waterfall, Angel Falls in Venezuela, is located in South America 

 The Mississippi and Missouri Rivers combine to form the longest river 
system in the North America and the fourth longest in the world. 
However, the world's largest river by volume is the Amazon River 
in South America. 

 The Statue of Liberty, the Grand Canyon and the Empire State Building 
are some examples of the most famous landmarks in North America. 

 Americans love pizza and eat 3 billion pizzas a year! 

Key Learning Key Vocabulary 
 I can identify the physical characteristics and key 

topographical features of the countries within 
America 

 I can compare the physical and human features of 
my local area and a region of North America, 
identifying similarities and differences 

 I can describe the climates and biomes of different 
regions across the Americas 

 I can identify latitude/longitude, the tropics and 
northern/southern hemisphere etc. 

 I can locate the world’s countries using various 
mapping equipment 

 I can describe and understand key aspects of 
physical geography – rivers, including the water 
cycle – using a widening range of geographical 
terms. 

 I can explain how rivers erode, transport and deposit 

materials. 

                                        

 Continent - any of the world's main continuous 
expanses of land (Africa, Antarctica, Asia, 
Australia, Europe, North America, South America). 

 Latitude - the angular distance of a place north or 
south of the earth's equator 

 Equator – the imaginary line at latitude 0° that 
divides the planet into hemispheres 

 Tropics - latitude north (tropic of Cancer) or south 
(tropic of Capricorn) of the equator. 

 Water cycle – describes the continuous movement 
of water on, above and below the Earth’s surface 

 River Source – where the river begins 

 Upper/middle/lower course – section of a river 

 Erosion & Deposition – the process of wearing 
away and depositing in a landform 

 Tributary - a smaller river flowing into a larger river 

 Meander – a bend in a river 

 Mouth – where the river ends 

Key knowledge:  Key people/places/events 
You will identify the countries and capitals of North and South America using maps, atlases, globes and digital mapping to 
locate countries and describe their features, identifying key physical and human characteristics. 
You will Identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the 
Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle and describe a range of places across the Americas. 
You will describe and understand key aspects of physical geography, including: climate zones, rivers, mountains, volcanoes 
and earthquakes, and the water cycle in the context of comparing how weather and climate across America is affected by 
geographical location. 
You will compare a region of Bury and a region in North America in the context of comparing human and physical features of 
the local area. 
You will learn about the wonders of the natural world and where they were located, including rivers of UK and the world.  
You will describe the water cycle and the key features of a river system, focusing on the Amazon River of South America. 

 

 
 
 

  

 
 

   

Links to previous learning: Y1, Our local area Y2 What a wonderful world, Y3/4 Water 

 

https://www.lakesuperior.com/the-lake/lake-superior/how-big-is-lake-superior/
https://www.sciencekids.co.nz/sciencefacts/earth/mississippiriver.html

